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Letters to the editor 
Let's Get Serious 
I got a rather large laugh out of your 
cover stories for the July 10, 1974 issue: 
"Give us this day our daily b read . " I 'm not 
sad is t i c nor en joy ing the s t a rva t i on 
p r o b l e m of my b r e t h r e n and fellow 
members of the human race but the far ther 
I read the more incredible the whole thing 
seemed to be. 
A m I to understand that just now, af ter 
years of near s tarvat ion, the church is go-
ing to t ake real live measures. Goodness , 
anyone with any sense of the fu ture about 
him has realized since the early 60s what 
the fu ture of the world was really about , in 
spite of the then fantast ic reports of 
miracle grains, etc. But I suppose that we 
were as a whole worrying too much about 
the second car, or the inch thick steaks for 
the af ter -church party. 
Which makes me mention the measures 
we adopted . It reminds me of the old story 
of the fa rmer who fixed the henhouse af ter 
the fox ate all the hens. T o be realistic, do 
we really think that the minor measures 
that the church has adopted will really 
m a k e even a very minor dent in the present 
and fu ture si tuation. Personally I feel they 
need be much more demanding. 
T o t o p t h e w h o l e i s sue off , D r . 
M o o n e y h a m and you, M r . Editor , talk 
about sacrificing with a 10% cut in food 
budget . T h e story of the chicken and pig 
talking about breakfas t pops to mind. The 
chicken suggests bacon and eggs, to which 
the pig replies that for the chicken it would 
be only an offering but for him, total 
commi tmen t . C a n anyone even be on the 
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verge of seriousness when talking that a 
10% cut in the food budget of the average 
Amer ican would be sacrificial? With a 50% 
cut the average American would be still 
considerably above the average person 
here where I live, and they aren ' t on the 
starvation list, not really. 
Thus to me it is apparent that we aren ' t 
really prepared to sacrifice, but that the 
whole issue was really another big blow-up 
to appease the average conscience. 
1 must say in closing that I am in full 
support of doing something, and we have 
cut down more than that whopping 10% 
from our pre-Nicaraguan eating days, but 
lets get serious and s top talking about 
doing some th ing until we a r e real ly 
prepared to do something that counts. 
Bert Sider 
Managua , Nicaragua 
Responsibility for Others 
Your July 10, 1974 issue of Evangelical 
Visitor was an excellent presentation of the 
food crisis. I particularly appreciated your 
editorial on the need to accept a degree of 
responsibility for others. 
Win. T. Snyder 
Akron , Penna. 
More Communication 
The Visitor's recent emphasis on helping 
the hungry people of the world is highly 
commendable . Over the past years M C C 
has had various p rograms to accomplish 
that task, using primarily young men 















extent women volunteers through a volun-
tary service program. 
Last year Peter Dyck mentioned at an 
M C C Greek Pax reunion that there is a 
great need for personnel, not just money. 
Regretful ly, the Brethren in Christ church 
has not contr ibuted very many persons to 
the Pax program. In his book about Pax, 
t i t led Soldiers of Compassion, U r i e 
Bender shows that 21 Pax men par-
ticipated f rom the Brethren in Christ 
church during 1951 to 1968. During those 
same years 597 Pax men part icipated f rom 
Mennoni te churches. 
As a few others f rom the congregation 
a n d . I recol lect the services t ha t we 
at tended in our Brethren in Chris t church, 
we can remember only two t imes in the last 
25 years that informat ion concerning the 
Pax program was presented to the con-
gregation. That was once in 1961 and once 
in 1966. 
If we are to solve the problems of the 
hungry we need greater communica t ion in 
our churches about the ways we can help 
even in addition to putt ing 10% of our food 
budget into the offering plate. 
The Pax program has been an effective 
way of t ransmit t ing the know-how to grow 
food and preserve it. With input also from 
nutritionists and home economists it can 
potentially alleviate many health-problems 
and hunger. 
Can we support M C C with personnel as 
well as funds? Can the pas tors and other 
church leaders be challenged to aid the 
communicat ion process about practical 
ways to give service to help the hungry? 
Althea R. Engle 
Conestoga, Pa. 
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r p H E D A Y S of my youth were less complicated. In no 
area was this more true than that of missions. In those 
days we knew a missionary when we saw one. And we 
thought we understood the mission of the church. A 
missionary had had a call. This usually meant a personal 
inner call. In more cases than not the call included the field 
of service. A missionary was one who had gone a long way 
f rom home. Special value was placed on travel overseas. 
Although this may be difficult to substantiate, the call, so 
it seemed to me, was a call to a lifetime of missionary 
service. 
They were clear on what they were to do. They were to 
convert the heathen; clothe the naked; teach the unlearned; 
and heal the sick. 
Missions and the missionary were unquestioned symbols 
of the mission of the church which was to go, make 
disciples, baptize, and teach. Missionary conferences were 
characterist ic of those days. Extensive programming and 
large crowds were marks of those conferences. The official 
farewell service for outgoing missionaries at the Messiah 
H o m e Chapel to overflow audiences and a strong emphasis 
on missions at General Conference were indications of the 
place missions — and particularly overseas missions — 
had in the life and heart of the church. 
At the local level the vitality of a congregation was 
measured by its missionary vision, the size of its missions 
giving, and the number of its own who had entered 
missions service. The pastor may have been only part-
time, or even fully employed in secular employment, and 
the membership of the congregation "s tab le , " but the 
support of and growth of the church in India or Africa 
fulfilled their sense of mission and was reason for rejoicing. 
But I sense that the mission of the church and the 
meaning of missions and the definition of a missionary is 
not so simple today. 
How does one identify a missionary? Is it a mat ter of 
distance? Is it a mat ter of length of service? Is it 
determined by the type of ministry? Does it hinge on the 
board to which he is responsible? Is it determined by 
whether the source of the call is f rom the sending church or 
the receiving church? 
Wha t is the difference between Voluntary Service or 
missionary service? Is a person as clearly a missionary 
when he or she is called by the national church as when 
sent to a non-Christ ian or at least a non-church setting. 
What is the role of a missionary in a setting where there is 
a national church which is autonomous? 
This is more than academic musings. Within the past 
few years the "mission churches" in India, Zambia , and 
Rhodesia have become autonomous Brethren in Christ 
general conferences. How does the church in North 
America relate to these new churches and what does this 
mean for the mission of the church and the need for 
missionaries? 
We all — members , pastors, administrators — need to 
keep change and biblical commands in proper perspective. 
In interest of this effort we suggest the following: 
First: The changes which are related to the emergence of 
national autonomous churches are changes for which we 
should rejoice. This is indeed what missions is all about — 
a ministry and a program which results in churches 
become mature, autonomous, and mission-minded. 
So when we learn of the church in India or Zambia or 
Rhodesia assuming responsibility for its own life and 
destiny, with the resultant change in the role and the 
numbers of North American missionaries, this is a time 
for thanksgiving and not alarm. This is advance and not 
retreat. It may be difficult to express what is happening to 
missionaries, to programs, and to budgets without 
suggesting retrenchment, but we dare not interpret this as 
the dying of the missionary vision. It is the harvest of 
missionary elTort. Pastors, itinerant missionaries, mission 
and church administrations, letter-writers, and editors 
must exercise care in reporting what is happening lest we 
suggest that what is in fact advance is really retreat. 
Second: The Great Commission has not been rescinded. 
The changes resulting from our recognition of autono-
mous Genera l Confe rences in what were fo rmer ly 
regarded as "mission fields" does not nullify the Great 
Commission or circumscribe its geographical or cultural 
boundaries. The world is Christ ' s parish and into it we arc 
commanded to go. 
If perchance we have placed the accent on the " g o " in 
years past, let us not in our reaction err in becoming only 
local in our vision and immobile in our mission. The 
church that follows Christ in missionary obedience will go 
where He leads. All the world is His and He will lead us 
across national and cultural boundaries. 
Third: The New Testament pattern reflects a special and 
close relationship between the parent church and the new 
church. A wise parent will expect and anticipate the day 
when the child becomes mature and will take responsibility 
for his own destiny. At that point the parent respects this 
autonomy but will continue to carry a concern — a 
concern that is special and which expresses itself in 
availability. So it should be with the church. 
The comparison between parent and child and the older 
and the newer church is obvious and valid. Perhaps a new 
term must be found to express this relationship. The term 
missionary does not seem to quite fit this new reality. We 
are equals, not just before God as has always been the 
case, but in ecclesiastical relationship as well. 
Fourth: We need to find new fields of missionary service. 
One can assume that the demand for personnel and funds 
will change as autonomy is granted. The reservoir of 
missionary dedication within the Brethren in Christ 
Church needs to have new avenues and opportunities of 
expression. The maturing of a church in one location is not 
the completion of the missionary task but is in fact one 
chapter in its ongoing. Resources which are released as a 
mission field becomes a church can be used at another 
location to continue to make disciples and establish other 
churches. 
The reservoir of missionary commitment may also be 
channeled to ministries to the newly established churches. 
This new relationship should be one of mutual sharing. 
Each — the older churches and the newer — will have 
some gift and some insight to share with the other. 
I have a vision of the chief administrators of the several 
Brethren in Christ General Conferences visiting each 
other 's churches — not as parent to child nor as ad-
ministrator to those administered — but as representatives 
of autonomous General Conferences — as equals in the 
g r o w i n g n u m b e r of B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t G e n e r a l 
Conferences around the world. 
This is what it is all about. Z 
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Four Threats to 
Frank C. Peters 
t p V A N G E L I C A L C H U R C H E S 
-*- Jare growing in numbers. Most 
liberal religious bodies, however, are 
r e p o r t i n g a s t e a d y d e c l i n e in 
membership. 
Donald G. Bloesch in his book The 
Evangelical Renaissance reports that 
conservative evangelical churches are 
gaining at a rate of 3 percent a year. In 
contrast , the Methodist Church lost 
over 500,000 members in the past five 
years (1968-73). The same denomina-
tion saw its Sunday school enrollment 
drop by well over one million pupils 
within a four-year span. 
Evangelicals report that Urbana 73 
saw over 12,000 students assemble for 
a missionary conference. The Jesus 
Festival of C a m p u s Crusade attracted 
over 80,000 young people to Dallas, 
Texas, f rom 75 countries. N o liberal 
church or religious movement has 
been able to match such efforts. 
Most denominat ional publishing 
c o m p a n i e s a re facing deficits but 
evangelical companies such as Eerd-
mans, Zondervan, and Baker are 
prospering. While the liberal Christian 
Century is beset by financial woes, 
evangelical magazines like Christian 
Life and Eternity enjoy sound finan-
cial health. 
A pos i t i ve c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e 
pattern seems to follow the evangelical 
tradit ion. Dean M. Kelly in his book 
Why Conservative Churches Are 
Growing suggests that our generation 
yearns for a "c lear purpose in life, for 
definite answers to the riddle of ex-
istence." One need only to point to the 
general waning church at tendance in 
London, England, where, in contrast , 
All Soul ' s Church pastored by John R. 
W. Stot t continued to be filled to 
overflowing. The same is true of West-
minster Chapel where, until recently, 
Mar tyn Lloyd-Jones preached. 
We seem to be faced with the 
beginnings of an evangelical success 
story. Perhaps this is the time to 
e x a m i n e the dange r s which beset 
evangelicalism. Bloesch reminds us 
that "when evangelicalism becomes 
respectable and even fashionable, then 
The writer is president of Wilfred Laurier 
University and is a minister in the Mennonite 
Brethren Church. Dr. Peters served as the 
resource person at the Bishops' Retreat held 
prior to the General Conference. 
the temptation to accommodate the 
values and goals of the world becomes 
almost overwhelming." 
The enemies of every true work of 
God are legion. In spite of these 
onslaughts, we know that victory has 
been a s s u r e d to G o d ' s f a i t h f u l . 
However, there is no guarantee that 
any one movement will remain true to 
God ' s definition of faithfulness. Per-
mit me, then, to point to four very real 
threats to the evangelical cause as we 
know it today. 
Shallow Discipleship 
B o n h o e f f e r ' s w a r n i n g a g a i n s t 
"cheap grace" is still relevant today. 
While grace is free, it is also costly: it 
demands of us our very lives. 
Evangelicals have generally insisted 
on a conversion experience and great 
stress was laid on the outward accom-
paniments of the new birth. This stress 
has had great positive effects making 
possible a depth of personal assurance 
of salvation often found lacking in 
liberal circles. However, evangelicals 
must not be blind to some of the 
negative aspects of trying to capture 
the new birth in a certain definable 
experience. 
Too often conversion has become a 
momentary experience instead of a 
l i f e long s t r u g g l e . R e p e n t a n c e is 
related to personal sins but seldom to 
social evils in which each Christian 
participates because he is part of 
society. 
Closely related to the "one only" 
commitment is the thought of an 
instant sanctification. A. W. Tozer in 
his book, That Incredible Christian, 
warns against instant salvation in 
these words: "By trying to pack all of 
salvation into one experience, or two, 
the advocates of instant Christianity 
flaunt the law of development which 
r u n s t h r o u g h all n a t u r e . " T h i s 
evangelical giant of yesterday then 
goes on to speak of the sanctifying 
effects of suffering, cross bearing, and 
practical obedience. 
Perhaps this is where we must 
humbly admonish our brethren of the 
charismatic movement. While rec-
ognizing the good which this revival 
has brought to many sectors of the 
church, it is possible to seek for 
Pentecost without first bowing at 
Calvary. We must heed the warning of 
F ranc i s Schaef fe r tha t there is a 
"super-spir i tual i ty" in which extraor-
dinary experiences figure more highly 
than obedience to the gospel. 
Although joy is a real element of the 
Christian life, evangelicalism dare not 
distort biblical discipleship to make it 
appear as " a consistent high." The 
Scriptures teach us that we persevere 
in faith amid great trial and tribula-
tion. Jonathan Edwards in reflecting 
on this truth wrote: " T h e Scriptures 
everywhere represent the seeking, the 
striving, and the labor of a Christian 
as being chiefly to be gone through 
after his conversion, and his conver-
sion as being but the beginning of the 
work ." 
Uncritical Patriotism 
There are disturbing signs that 
modern evangelicalism may be es-
pousing a blind patriotism. Entire 
movements have dedicated themselves 
to the restoration of the "Amer i can 
way of life." 
With the threat of atheistic com-
munism on every hand, the danger of 
an evange l i ca l c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n 
should not be overlooked. Ult imately 
this counterrevolution may lead to an 
uncritical allegiance to the sinful right. 
Evangelical Christians ought to be 
concerned about a Christian presence 
in government but this concern dare 
not impede prophetic criticism of the 
state. The disciple's allegiance to the 
kingdom of God remains unqualified 
and allows him to proclaim the judg-
ment of God ' s Word to all political 
systems. 
John Redekop in his book, The 
American Far Right, reports on an 
interview with Billy James Hargis, 
who stated that he "could not see how 
a ' bo rn -aga in bel iever ' could be 
anything but a conservative politically, 
and that insofar as such a person 
would be true to his 'Christ ian calling,' 
he would also identify with the Far 
Right ." Here is an example of iden-
tifying a political view with the biblical 
view. 
There are voices today which warn 
evangel ical ism aga ins t the ready 
acceptance of uncritical patriotism. 
Carl F. H. Henry recently declared 
that " fundamenta l i sm has too long 
iden t i f i ed i tself wi th s t a t u s q u o 
c a p i t a l i s m " and then chal lenged 
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evangelicals to "let the world feel the 
st ing of a Chr i s t i an a l t e r n a t i v e . " 
Evangelist Leighton Ford called upon 
evangelical Chris t ians to abandon a 
" c u l t u r e - C h r i s t " saying tha t the 
church had too long followed " a Jesus 
who wears red, white, and blue." 
Evangelical Ghetto 
Movements , when threatened, often 
seek safety in friendly territory. Such 
a r e t r ea t leads to pr iva t i sm and 
isolationism. 
P i e t i s m h a s i ts p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
rewards. There is always the danger of 
seeking " the warm inner g low" rather 
than the conflict of the gospel in a 
world which rejects the Savior and His 
message. 
One of the problems of evangelical 
ghettoism is that the church becomes 
excessively introspective and soon falls 
victim to the legalism of taboos in 
which the visible m a r k s of separation 
receive undue emphasis. 
The evangelical communi ty can 
very eas i ly b e c o m e a holy c lub 
dedicated to keeping itself aloof f rom 
unwarranted contracts. 
No t only do evangelicals sometimes 
s e p a r a t e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m non -
evangelicals but they so quickly turn 
t h e i r e n e r g i e s a g a i n s t f e l l o w -
evangelicals who differ on some point 
or o the r . All a t t e m p t s t oward a 
meaningful dialogue with fraternal 
groups are blocked until one group 
finds itself reinforcing its own views to 
the point of overemphasis and error. 
One can only support such efforts as 
T h e E v a n g e l i c a l F e l l o w s h i p of 
Canada . The Nat ional Association of 
Evangelicals, and The Internat ional 
Congress on Evangelism. To isolate 
oneself f rom such fellowship is to run 
the risk of "evangel ical" stagnation. 
I f i rmly s u p p o r t " e v a n g e l i c a l 
ecumenism" which aims for the recon-
c i l i a t i o n of v a r i o u s e v a n g e l i c a l 
churches and separated brethren but 
does not necessarily seek organic un-
ion. Of course, if such reconciliation 
leads to the hand of fellowship, I 
would want to respond. Evangelicals 
a r e not d e d i c a t e d t o u p h o l d i n g 
"d i sun i ty" but are open to the truth of 
our oneness in Christ . 
But we must go far ther than "in 
g r o u p " conversation. W e must en-
courage our best thinkers to speak to 
non-evangelicals as well. We dare not 
withdraw from outside discussions and 
become a "wilderness sect ." 
Incomplete Gospel 
A d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e of 
evangelicalism is its emphasis on the 
spiritual mission of the church. The 
pr imary task is to convert, to bring the 
lost into the kingdom of God. This 
conviction is based on the Great Com-
mission given by the risen Lord to His 
disciples. 
This commission of Christ includes 
the teaching ministry whereby con-
verts become disciples. Proclamation 
and instruction go hand in hand in the 
work of the church. To instruct men in 
the way of discipleship is to nurture 
them in the fellowship of the church. It 
is not enough to come to faith; one 
must grow in the faith toward spiritual 
maturi ty. 
The error of many evangelicals is to 
deny the social dimensions of the 
gospel. In doing so they proclaim an 
incomplete message to the world. 
Social service (Diakonia) done in 
the name of Christ is an integral part 
of the mission of the church. We are 
not only called to a life of proclama-
tion and piety but are to glorify our 
Christ in the service of our neighbor. 
Social service is a fruit and evidence 
of our faith but it is also a preparation 
for the proclamation of the gospel. 
The social gospel movement erred 
in confusing a just society instituted by 
social engineering with the k i n g d o m o f 
God. However, evangelicals must not 
forget that there are definite social 
implications in the biblical message. 
Our faith must be united with our 
deeds if it is to have lasting power. The 
question " W h a t must I do to be 
saved?" must be followed by " W h a t 
ought I to do now that I am saved?" 
Evangelicals must continue to con-
fess that the key to social change is 
personal regeneration. But his affirma-
tion should be made in the context of 
social concern. It must not to used as a 
way of avoiding involvements in the 
social needs of our world. 
T h e church must speak to the 
critical social issues of the day but 
what it speaks must be a word in-
f o r m e d by S c r i p t u r e and not a 
political or sociological opinion. To 
say the same thing that the world is 
saying and in the same way is not 
being prophetic or true to the gospel. 
Repr in ted f rom the Mennonite Brethren 
Leader. Used by permission. 
MCC must be felt 
NORMAN WINGERT 
I had an occasion recently to spend 
three weeks in the headquarters of-
fice of the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee. Although I've been directly or 
indirectly related to MCC for a quarter 
century, this was the first I'd had an 
assigned desk in the main office. 
I never could explain just what 
MCC is. I still can't, even after three 
weeks in the head office. 
One does not explain MCC. One 
feels MCC. 
I felt it as I sat there those three 
weeks surrounded by the area direc-
tors at their desks and the secretaries 
at their typewriters. 
Here was MCC's nerve center. 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s were f l ow ing 
between the center and half a thou-
sand MCC-labeled people in the 
nearer and farther reaches of the 
world. 
In v o i c e s w h i c h o n l y t h e 
microphones in their hands heard, 
administrators were dictating their 
recommendations and encourage-
ments to field workers, and across the 
aisle secretaries were tapping out the 
letters, some of which would in-
evitably be destiny-determining. 
I sensed the drama of it: roles being 
played out here that would bring life 
and joy to millions; pulsations from 
MCC's heart that were being felt by 
needy people everywhere. 
How MCC personnel, with the usual 
complements of human frailties and 
with their varying shades of Christian 
faith, can unite in a worldwide ministry 
of compassion, and do it without fan-
fare as I have observed it at Akron, 
this is a miracle that God has wrought, 
and that it why it is hard to describe 
MCC. MCC is more an organism than 
it is an organization. 
I could write a sizable book on what 
I think is wrong with MCC. But in spite 
of what I think is wrong, and what 
others think is wrong, God has un-
mistakably used this His instrument, 
so that today literally multi-millions of 
people around the world know the 
name MCC in many languages — 
including the language of love — and 
thank God for it. 
So MCC moves on. My three-week 
sensing of the heart and mind of MCC 
as a observer confirms the con-
viction I had as an activist that MCC is 
of God. I was much impressed with 
the quiet assumption of duties at 
hand, with the Christian protocol so 
plain to see, with the spirit of youth in 
the midst, with the all around in-
creased efficiencies, and with the 
dedication of personnel from veteran 
administrator to youngblood. God is 
in MCC! 
And that is why I cannot explain 
MCC. 
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FOUR QUESTIONS 
Bill Butler 
T V I V I D L Y r e m e m b e r my arr ival 
U g a n d a 35 yea r s ago , when as a 
y o u n g miss ionary I first b e c a m e ac-
qua in t ed with s o m e of the A f r i c a n 
b re th ren who had been so grea t ly 
blessed in the ear ly days of the East 
A f r i c a n Revival . I had heard a good 
deal a b o u t t hem, and grea t ly looked 
f o r w a r d to mee t ing t h e m . I was 
t aken aback when a f t e r the pre l im-
inary gree t ings they asked m e what I 
felt was a surpr i s ing ques t ion to a 
newly ar r ived miss ionary . T h e ques-
tion was, Are you saved?" 
I was a m a z e d tha t they should ask 
a miss iona ry tha t ques t ion , but was 
ab le qu i t e happi ly to reply in the 
a f f i rmat ive . U p o n which they then 
asked m e a second ques t ion: "When 
were you saved, and how?" 
A g a i n , t h o u g h s o m e w h a t su r -
pr ised, I was ab le to give them an 
answer , telling them tha t my pa ren t s 
had been miss ionar ies in Ind ia and 
had in t roduced m e at an ear ly age to 
J e sus . M o r e o v e r , at the age of six I 
had qui te defini tely and consciously 
given my hear t to J e sus and accepted 
h im as my persona l Sav io r . W e were 
ge t t ing a long happi ly so far , but then 
c a m e a thi rd ques t ion which, I mus t 
confess , comple te ly overwhe lmed 
me. T h i s t ime they wan ted to know, 
"And what's happening now?" 
I d o n ' t th ink a n y o n e had ever 
a sked m e such a ques t ion before . In 
the evangel ical circles in which I had 
moved , if a person had a c lear 
t e s t imony tha t he was saved and tha t 
he k n e w C h r i s t a s his p e r s o n a l 
Sav ior , tha t was enough. But here 
were these men asking me what was 
happen ing now, what was my up-to-
da t e tes t imony? T h e hones t answer , I 
am a f r a id , would have been tha t I 
h a d n ' t got one; tha t I had been living 
on a past experience; tha t under lying 
an apparen t ly keen exter ior lay a 
grea t deal of hidden sin and defea t , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y in the a r e a of m y 
thought life. 
H o w I praise G o d for the love and 
concern which cons t ra ined those 
b re th ren to ask those three ques-
t ions. In t ime the Holy Spir i t was to 
show me pract ical ly wha t I a l ready 
knew in theory , tha t the blood of 
Jesus Chr i s t , G o d ' s Son , c leanses us 
f r o m all sin; and where the blood has 
c leansed, the Holy Spir i t can fill. 
It was not until nearly two years 
l a t e r t h a t s o m e of my A f r i c a n 
bre thren asked me a four th and m o r e 
searching ques t ion , which was to 
lead to a total ly new d imens ion in my 
spir i tual life. Th is t ime the quest ion 
was, "Is your cup running over?" It 
was asked by s o m e A f r i c a n s who had 
jus t re turned f rom a convent ion in 
Wes t e rn U g a n d a , a t t ended by over 
fif teen thousand people. They had 
been reminded of C h r i s t ' s words in 
J o h n 7:37; " I f a n y m a n thirst , let him 
c o m e unto me, and d r i n k . " 
They had been invited to hold out 
their hands as though they were the 
cups of their lives and p ic ture Jesus 
in their midst with the W a t e r of Life, 
the th i r s t -quenching fulness of his 
Holy Spir i t . They were reminded , 
The writer is General Secretary of the 
Ruanda (CMS) Mission with headquarters 
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however , tha t the Holy Spi r i t could 
never fill vessels tha t were unclean. 
Only as they were c leansed could 
they be filled. 
T h e n they w e r e r e m i n d e d of 
ano the r cup, tha t cup of which Jesus 
spoke when his sweat was as it were 
g rea t d rops of blood as he knel t in 
the G a r d e n of G e t h s e m a n e : " F a t h e r , 
if it be possible, let this c u p pass f r o m 
m e . " They saw tha t c u p as the 
c o n g l o m e r a t e cup of all the sin and 
the fa i lure and the backs l id ing and 
d isobedience of Chr i s t i ans , as well as 
of pagans . They were r eminded tha t 
Jesus tasted dea th for every man ; 
tha t on the cross he who knew no sin 
b e c a m e sin for us, tha t we might be 
m a d e the r ighteousness of G o d in 
him. 
Such a s imple p ic ture and yet so 
p ro fo u n d ! A s I saw my A f r i c a n 
f r iends with their cups mani fes t ly 
running over with the fu lness of t he 
Holy Spir i t , rejoicing in the power of 
the blood to c leanse and set t hem 
free, not only f rom the guilt and 
penal ty but f r o m the power and 
domin ion of sin, I realized tha t I t oo 
could have a cup runn ing over, no t as 
a once-and-for -a l l crisis only, but as 
a con t inua l and con t inu ing process . 
H o w I praise G o d for those four 
ques t ions which have m e a n t so m u c h 
to me and which I believe a re so 
relevant to every Chr i s t i an believer. 
A r e you saved? W h e n were you 
saved? A r e you sure abou t it? W h a t ' s 
happen ing now? Is your cup runn ing 
over? A n d if it isn't , why not? 
Reprinted from Decision. Copyright by The 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Used 
by permission. 
Church News 
Special Religion Courses Offerred 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
By the time you, as a reader of the 
Evangelical Visitor, receive this issue it 
will be important for you to move prompt-
ly ahead on your plans to attend one of the 
special religion courses to be offered this 
fall at Messiah College. Full college credit 
can be received for them. Y outh Ministries 
will be offered on campus on Monday 
afternoon and Children's Ministries will be 
offered Monday evening. Also available to 
those who can attend Monday classes is a 
course in Contemporary Philosophy. On 
Saturday morning a course in Pauline 
Epistles will be offered. At nearby 
churches special one hour credit courses 
are also planned. On Tuesday evening at 
the West Shore Baptist Church / and II 
Corinthians and Afro-American Litera-
ture will be given. Gospel of Mark will be 
taught at the Skyline View Brethren in 
Christ Church on Thursday evenings. For 
more information contact the Admissions 
Office, Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 
17027 or call (717) 766-2511. 
Administrative Changes Announced 
President D. Ray Hostetter of Messiah 
College has announced the following 
changes. 
The Rev. Paul E. Hostetler, formerly 
Associate Pastor of the Grantham Church, 
has been named Director of Public Infor-
mation. Mr. Hostetler is assuming this 
responsibility following the resignation of 
Ray M. Zercher, who is returning to full 
time teaching on the college faculty. Mr. 
Zercher has been associated with the 
to page fourteen 
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Religious News 
Public Schools To Stay 
As Christian Schools Gain 
American public schools will remain but 
C h r i s t i a n schools will con t inue to 
accelerate, an article in an evangelical 
magazine claims. 
Elmer Towns, writing in the September 
issue of Christian Life, cites statistics and 
authorities to support his contentions. 
Christian schools have grown 47 percent 
in the past decade, Towns reports. He cites 
material released by a division of the 
federal Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare. 
The number of new fundamentalist-
oriented private schools number between 
6,000 and 10,000, the article quotes Dr. A1 
J a n n e y , pres ident of the A m e r i c a n 
Association of Christian Schools. 
An est imated 15 to 18 percent of 
Amer ican pupils attend such private 
schools, the article claims. 
Public schools, however, are in no 
danger of collapse, Towns adds. He notes 
that the system involves 59.5 million 
students, 3 million teachers, 300,000 ad-
ministrators and spends $80 billion, or 8 
percent of the Gross National Product. 
Easter Vacation 
Ruling Is Given 
A U.S. District Court judge has partial-
ly upheld the claims of a teacher that fixing 
school vacations to coincide with Easter 
and Christmas discriminated against non-
Christian faculty members. 
Judge C. Clyde Atkins ruled that Miami 
public schools must schedule their spring 
vacations on a fixed date each year. The 
spring vacations cannot arbitrarily coin-
cide with Easter because it is a changeable 
date, he found. 
However, the judge ruled that Christmas 
— a fixed date — can be used for school 
scheduling of winter vacations. 
The ruling followed a class action suit 
brought against the Dade County School 
Board by junior high school teacher 
Leonard Speiller, who acted on behalf of 
all non-Christian teachers. 
Capuchin Sees Turn Toward Scripture 
Major Theme At Theological Institute 
A "calming" in the church, a new 
turning toward Scripture and deeper per-
sonal interest in Jesus were among the 
stronger themes which emanated from the 
Theological Inst i tute at St . Norber t 
College, according to a Capuchin Roman 
Catholic priest. 
Father Eugene Wolf, O.F.M., Cap., 
former professor of family sociology at St. 
Mary 's Seminary, Crown Point, Indiana, 
said, "I see a greater calmness and a 
greater hopefulness for the future of the 
church," adding that much of this is 
stemming from greater attention to Scrip-
ture and theology based on Jesus. 
He noted that there has been a shift 
from the turmoil and social activism of 
former years to a "calming in the church" 
and a new regard for Jesus as " the center 
of it all." 
Low National Morality 
Increases Opportunities, Ken Taylor 
Tells Record CBA Meeting of 4,500 
More than 4,500 attendants at the 
Christian Booksellers Association's annual 
convention heard Ken Taylor call for 
purity of life and prayer in a national state 
of moral decline. 
" O u r oppor tun i t i e s for Chr i s t i an 
literature are increasing," the writer of the 
paraphrased "Living Bible" told members 
and friends of the Christian Booksellers 
Association in their 25th — and largest — 
convention, held in Minneapolis, July 21-
25. 
The rapid growth of evangel ical 
publishing was obvious as CBA registered 
half again as many conventioners as last 
year, bringing them from all parts of 
North America and 33 foreign nations. 
Dr. Taylor, head of Tyndale House 
Publishers, reminisced about CBA's 25 
years, noting that its first convention in 
1950 brought together 250 representatives. 
CBA Executive Vice President John T. 
Bass, following the week's featured 
speakers including Bruce Larson, Merlin 
C a r o t h e r s , J a m e s Jo h n so n , George 
Sweeting, Anita Bryant, J. Sidlow Baxter 
and Kenneth Berven, charted the growth of 
member stores and announced progress on 
formulating a new periodical titled. Chris-
tian Books in Print. 
The 1975 CBA convention will be held 
in California July 20-24 at the Anaheim 
Convention Center. 
Support Grows For Designation 
Of "National Family Week" 
Measures designed to "honor the family 
as a unit essential to the continued well-
being of the United States" have been 
introduced in both the Senate and House 
of Representatives with a total of 79 co-
sponsors. 
The joint resolution would authorize the 
President to issue an annual proclamation 
designating the week in November which 
includes Thanksgiving Day as "National 
Family Week." 
"Family Week" is currently observed 
during that week in November in 34 of the 
50 states, Guam and American Samoa, 
and legislation for a national observance 
by presidential proclamation has been 
submitted in Congress each year since 
1970. In 1972, a proclamation was issued 
by President Nixon for National Family 
Week. 
Free Methodist Woman Is 
Consecrated As An Elder 
The first woman in the history of the 
Free Methodist Church to be ordained to 
elder's orders was consecrated by the 
Pittsburgh conference. 
She is the Rev. M. Jean Parry, pastor 
for the past five years of the Sunnyside 
Free Methodist Church in Monongahela, 
Penna. She was ordained by Bishop Elmer 
E. Parsons, who was elected at the Free 
Methodist General Conference held here 
in June. 
Until the recent General Conference, 
women could not receive full ordination in 
the Free Methodist Church. However, full 
ordination of women was voted on and the 
resolution won with only one dissenting 
vote. 
It was also agreed at that time to delete 
f r o m the d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s Book of 
Discipline any special reference to women. 
"Third World" Church's Problems 
Cited To Evangelical Group 
A p r o m i n e n t " T h i r d W o r l d " 
evangelical, now based in Canada, told 
participants in the International Congress 
on W o r l d E v a n g e l i z a t i o n , held in 
Lausanne, that the church in the "Third 
World" is "acutely embarrassed" at the 
image of Christianity held in those parts of 
the globe. 
Samuel Escobar, a native of Peru who is 
now general secretary of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship of Canada, Toronto, 
declared that the Third World Church "is 
trying to live down and out-live the com-
monly held view that Christianity was in 
some way a part of the 'imperialist plot' to 
dominate the world." 
According to Mr. Escobar, those who 
make charges of an "imperialist plot" can 
"well point to the way in which Christians 
— evangelicals in particular — oppose the 
violence of revolution but not the violence 
of war. They condemn the totalitarianism 
of the left but not that of the right. They 
speak openly in favor of Israel, but seldom 
speak or do anything about the Palestinian 
refugees." 
Malcolm Muggeridge Sees West In 
Advanced Stage of Decomposition 
Malcolm Muggeridge, the famed British 
journalist and satirist, told the Inter-
national Congress on World Evangeliza-
tion that Western civilization is in "an 
advanced stage of decomposition." 
But he also told the 3,000 evangelical 
leaders from 150 countries in the audience 
that they should not be discouraged by 
cultural decay. In many respects, he said, 
"crack-up conditions are more conducive 
to the understanding and practice of the 
Christian religion than ostensible stability 
and prosperity." 
The former editor of Punch and the 
Manchester Guardian pointed out that the 
"amazingly successful evangelism" of the 
Apostle Paul took place during the reign of 
Emperor Nero, a "ruler who makes even 
some of ours seem positively enlightened 
and far-seeing." 
Black School, Election Gains Offset 
By Drop In Comparative Family Income 
While black Americans have made 
noticeable gains in education and have 
been elected to public office in impressive 
numbers during the early 1970s, the over-
all income of the black family compared to 
that of the white family has declined in 
recent years. 
In reporting the results of a recent 
survey, the U.S. Census Bureau gave some 
reasons for this income decline: (1) A 
decrease in the proportion of multiple 
earners among black families. (2) The 
proportion of black families headed by 
women, who generally have lower income, 
has increased in recent years. 
August 25, 1974 7 
^ l a m f o i f i j i n g G*ace 
r P H E R E W E W E R E in the cozy 
warmth of Christ ian fellowship, 
meeting in Leora Yoder ' s home at 
Madhipura Christian Hospital for a 
Bible study. Twenty or more ladies 
shared the sense of the presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on that quiet Friday 
af ternoon. Outside the hospital com-
pound the sound of revellers reminded 
us of the annual Hindu festival, when 
" c o l o r - t h r o w i n g " ru les for two 
hilarious days. At such times, it is 
better to stay inside. 
Where does true joy come from? 
In our Bible study we had talked 
about Sa rah ' s laughter — turned from 
the laughter of unbelief to the joy of 
p r o m i s e d f u l f i l m e n t . S o m e w h e r e 
along the line Sarah changed! The 
grace of God touched and t ransformed 
her. Only then could she believe, and 
only then was the promise to her and 
A b r a h a m fulfil led. T r a n s f o r m i n g 
grace brought true joy, holy laughter. 
The young lady sitting next to me 
bowed her head and shoulders. 1 
became conscious of the fact that she 
was visibly moved. Her body seemed 
very frail. Her short hair suggested 
that she was recovering from an ill-
ness. 1 noted that her sari seemed 
somehow ill-placed for she seemed 
more like a boy than a girl. Then she 
broke out in prayer, and her rich, low 
voice, well-modulated and confident 
— almost mannish — gave me the clue 
. . . this is Ra jkumar i ! 
R a j k u m a r i is known all over that 
northern country. She is a girl-twin. 
At birth she was given to an aunt so 
that her twin brother, Ra jkumar , 
wouldn' t forfeit any of the precious 
food to feed another who was " lesser" 
than he. F rom the very beginning of 
life, therefore, she has known nothing 
but rejection. It led her to wilful 
r e b e l l i o n , t h e n i n t o a l i f e of 
lawlessness, and finally into the com-
pany of bandits. And then, with 200 
men under her, who obeyed her every 
command , she found herself involved 
very deeply in crimes of all kinds. 
Of ten she shared prisons with others 
far older than herself in years, but 
ce r ta in ly not beyond her in ex-
periences. But this life took toll of her 
health. Finally, though, she obtained 
freedom from jail by giving informa-
tion about her former fellows in crime. 
But her health continued to deterior-
a te . And her m o t h e r , seeing her 
The writer uml her husband, Allen, are serving 
with the Far Last Broadcasting Associates, 
Delhi, India. 
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daughter about to die, brought her to 
the mission hospital. 
It was Madhipura Hospital that 
Ra jkumar i found new life . . . people 
who care . . . people who love. As the 
days passed, R a j k u m a r i ' s mo the r 
looked at the little chapel which 
seemed symbolic of these lovely peo-
ple who cared and loved so freely. 
Perhaps the God of this " t emple" 
could do what no other god could do. 
In simple faith this village woman 
pleaded and vowed to this unknown 
God, " S h e shall be yours if you will 
heal her ." 
Then life came back into Raj-
k u m a r i ' s s h r u n k e n f r a m e . S h e 
wondered why her mother insisted on 
leading her daily into prayers to hear 
about Jesus. The nurses talked about 
Jesus; the doctors told her that only 
Jesus could do the work for her that 
was needed. He loves, He cares for all 
— without exception. As Ra jkumar i 
listened and learned, she grew in faith, 
and learned to love the Lord of Life. 
And then she determined to give 
herself completely to Him, a thank 
offering for all that Christ had done 
for her. With public testimony, Raj-
kumari followed the Lord in baptism 
soon after. 
Grace is a beautiful word. Grace has 
touched Rajkumar i . Grace has also 
touched the hospital community . I 
sensed the love and concern of the 
ladies for Ra jkumar i that af ternoon. 
After she poured her heart out in 
prayer, others took up the strain with 
prayers and tears. And 1 knew that at 
last this unloved one "belonged." 
" S h e is my sister," I thought, "let me 
help her in some way, too ." 
So I laid hands on this redeemed 
child of God and prayed that God 
would till her with His Holy Spirit and 
keep her in His loving care. 
This is but the beginning of the 
story. 
Ra jkumar i is a chosen vessel. She 
Please remember to pray for Raj-
kumari. Harvey Sider notes that there 
will he a number of pressures coming 
on her in the future months. "Carry 
one another's burdens and so live out 
the law of Christ." (Galatians 6:2, 
Phillips I. 
belongs to Jesus Christ because He 
died for her. She doubly belongs to 
Him by the vow which her mother 
made in simple faith to the " G o d of 
this temple." And she belongs to all of 
India because of the unusual witness 
which she has to t ransforming grace. 
That grace is already at work in her 
life. I saw it in action when several of 
us went by train to the school at 
Banmankhi where Ra jkumar i would 
learn to read and write. While waiting 
for the train, crowds of passengers and 
on lookers encircled us, wa tch ing 
curiously and quietly. They obviously 
recognized the girl! She looked at 
Edna Kreider, then whispered, "Give 
me some tracts ." Taking a handful of 
tracts out of the shoulder bag, she 
started handing them to the men. And 
every man took! They not only took 
the tracts, but they melted away, 
mingling with the general crowd very 
quickly. 
On the train the man sitting next to 
me in the crowded compar tment said 
in the village dialect, " I know this girl. 
She was in jail many times and is 
notorious." He thought I wouldn't 
understand, but what he didn' t know 
was that I was born in Nor th Bihar 
and understood the village dialect. 
" Y e s , " I answered, "you are right. 
This is one person whom no one else 
could help. But the Lord Jesus Christ 
has touched her heart and she is a new 
person. Doesn't she look different to 
you?" " Y e s , " said the man, "she was 
about to die, but now she looks very 
well." 
" W h o could do this but Jesus?" I 
asked. " H a v e you heard of Jesus?" 
" I listen every day to the Christian 
p r o g r a m s on t h e r a d i o , " h e 
acknowledged. 
I thank God that already He has 
begun using Ra jkumar i to witness to 
redeeming love. Yes, she is marked. 
She needs your prayers, for it will be 
very difficult for her to fit into the role 
of traditional Indian wife and mother . 
But she is training herself to read and 
write, fitting into a communi ty which 
is ethnical ly di f ferent f r o m hers. 
Instead of her former mannish garb, 
she is learning to wear the sari 
graciously. And more important , she 
is learning to love where she previous-
ly hated. Surely you will also stand by 
in prayer for this new child of God. 
Ra jkumar i means " D a u g h t e r of the 
K i n g . " T r a n s f o r m i n g g r a c e has 
brought her into the family of God. 
And now she knows true joy! 
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Participants in groundbreaking for Gwanda Church (left to right): Bishop The Gwanda congregation meets for groundbreaking. 
P. M. Kumalo, Maria Tshuma, Jacob Shenk, Feya Movo (almost hidden) 
and Samuel King. 
The Church at Gwanda 
Samuel J. King 
r P H E A F R I C A N p o u l a t i o n of 
A Gwanda , a town twenty-five miles 
f r o m M t s h a b e z i Miss ion , is ap-
proximately 5,000. Many of these are 
from surrounding rural communit ies 
and have come to Gwanda to find 
employment . Those who find work 
may be employed as general laborers, 
d o m e s t i c se rvants , t ruck drivers , 
petrol station at tendants , mechanics, 
or clerks in the predominately Euro-
pean and Asian businesses. The large 
major i ty are housed by the Town 
Counc i l in the A f r i c a n township , 
which is a housing development for 
Afr icans with about five hundred 
houses at present. The population is 
somewhat mobile, determined by the 
availability of jobs and the movement 
of friends and relatives of those who 
are working. Usually a person finds a 
job, rents a house, and brings his 
family or some relatives to stay with 
him. 
A number of various denominat ions 
carry on some religious activities 
among these people — Lutherans, 
several types of Apostolic churches, 
Dutch Reformed, Salvation Army, 
and at least one cult. Generally, these 
denominat ions have only a handful of 
followers, and many people who call 
t h e m s e l v e s C h r i s t i a n a r e o n l y 
nominal . Indeed, the local beer hall 
seems to have a much larger at tract ion 
than any religious movement . 
Our own church work has been 
rather weak in the past, especially 
when considering our extensive in-
fluence throughout the larger region. 
S o m e of our church members in 
Gwanda have desired a congregational 
life, and there have been services in the 
past. But the church never " took roo t" 
and thus failed to develop in a signifi-
Phulographs by Erma Lehman. The writer is 
superintendent of the Mtshabezi Mission. 
Rhodesia. 
cant way. One of the main reasons the 
church failed to grow was the lack of 
leadership exercised in Gwanda. 
The unorganized condition of the 
church has been a concern of the 
district overseer for some time. In 
early 1973, Maria Tshuma, a woman 
evangelist, was appointed to Gwanda 
to help to pull together the church 
members and to increase the interest 
in the life of the church. The overseer 
then approached me about also giving 
a hand in the work. I debated for some 
time, thinking about the distance of 
some twenty-five miles, and about my 
relaxing on Sunday af ternoons (the 
services a re held at 3:00 p.m.) . 
Nevertheless, we agreed to accept the 
opportunity and on the last Sunday of 
April, 1973, we went with the overseer 
to establish regular services at Gwan-
da. 
Since then we have missed few 
services, and it has proven to be a 
blessing and a delight to share in this 
work. Our usual procedure is to take a 
group from Mtshabezi Mission who 
are willing to help in singing, teaching, 
preaching and sharing. Our services 
last about two hours, the first hour 
being used for Sunday school. Four 
classes are being taught — adults, 
teenagers, children and a class of 
instruction for those desiring baptism 
and church membership. 
During 1973 our services were held 
in the township hall. This is a com-
munity building used for all sorts of 
activities. Although spacious, it is not 
very desirable for worship. At the 
beginning of 1974, we requested the 
use of a church building from another 
denomination and they graciously 
agreed. This has made a great im-
provement in our services. 
We thank the Lord for His blessing 
and direction in our work. Many have 
sought the Lord for spiritual renewal, 
and there have been a number of 
conversions. Our at tendance for 1973 
averaged 50. There has been an in-
crease and in the early part of this year 
the average has been about 75. 
We soon began thinking what could 
be done about building our own house 
of w o r s h i p . T h e p e o p l e w e r e 
enthusiastic about this idea, as there 
had been previous a t tempts without 
success. We approached the Rural 
Council about a building site. When 
necessary arrangements were made, 
they leased us a large and conveniently 
located lot. We started a building fund 
and did some local soliciting. We are 
delighted with the response so far, 
with about SI,700 in the fund. We are 
t rus t ing the Lord for m o r e con-
tributions before we actually begin 
building, as we est imate the cost to be 
about $4,000. We have made a start, 
however, by clearing the site and 
building a fence around it. We had a 
ground-breaking service on March 10, 
1974. 
Mar ia Tshuma ' s dedication and 
diligence in the work of the church is 
truly wonderful. She visits f rom house 
to house, praying with and witnessing 
to people. She also holds prayer 
meetings in her house during the week 
for those interested. Much of the 
credit for the increase in both interest 
and the quality of life in the church 
can surely be attr ibuted to her. 
Since we live some distance from 
Gwanda, we do not feel we have the 
close contact with the people which a 
pastor should have with his congrega-
tion. Indeed, we consider our involve-
ment to be temporary. Yet the people 
have responded to leadership and the 
work cont inues to grow. We are 
thankful that there are already signs 
that the Lord is providing a pastor 
who will be able to assume the full 
congregational leadership. 
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He Did It Again! 
"Arise and shine for thine light is 
come and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee," t h e P r o p h e t I s a i a h 
predicted. 
I t ake this t ime to thank the Lord 
for the help He gave me. Before I fell 
ill, I was as normal as any person. I 
was physically fit and stout. Any on-
looker would conclude that I was quite 
healthy, but like an apple, I was rotten 
inside. Something was abnormal in 
my body functions. 
I was astonished when I lost my 
balance while walking. If I walked on 
the right side of the road, I would 
quickly find myself on the left. This 
sudden failure to maintain my balance 
worried me very much. In addition, I 
gradually lost my sense of feeling. On 
taking a bath, I could not feel whether 
the water was hot or cold. The water 
could be almost boiling and I would 
not know the difference. Before long I 
could not walk without a cane. I 
quickly suspected tha t the re was 
something out of order in my body. 
With these complications, I went to 
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital for a 
check-up. The sister-in-charge ex-
amined me and found my problem 
which was indeed big. She referred me 
to the Mpilo Hospital in Bulawayo 
where I could be examined by a 
specialist in the nerve functions. I was 
a d m i t t e d and underwen t d i f ferent 
types of tests by different doctors. Not 
one of them seemed to tell me the real 
cause. O n e day I was taken into X-ray 
and af ter a few days, I was informed 
tha t I had a col lapsed ve r t eb rae 
because of tuberculosis. I was upset to 
hear that , for I knew that when one 
has TB he has to remain in hospital for 
months or even years. I thought they 
would put me on drugs, but surprising-
ly enough, they did not. 
O n e day I heard that I would be 
operated upon to release the pressure 
and the puss that had accumulated 
around the collapsed vertebrae. The 
t h o u g h t of an ope ra t i on was my 
biggest fear. I could not imagine how 
in the world they would work on my 
vertebrae without disturbing the spine, 
deforming me into a cripple. By this 
t ime I had completely lost control of 
my lower limbs and the sense of 
feeling f rom my chest down. My 
relatives did not cherish the idea of an 
operat ion. They warned me against 
becoming a cripple of my own choice 
if I consented to an operation. But my 
wife encouraged me and prayed that 
the Lord ' s will be done. Despite all the 
discouragement f rom my relatives, I 
prayerfully screwed up my courage 
and faced the operation. The morning 
I traveled into the theater, I was 
courageous and said to myself, " G o d ' s 
will be done whatever it may be ." 
A f t e r the opera t ion my s ta tus 
became worse and there was no hope 
of getting up and being able to walk. I 
was prepared for anything. Whatever 
became of me, I would thank the Lord 
for it. And if it was God ' s will that I 
should die, I was prepared for that. 
Many Christian brethren came to the 
hospital and we had prayers together. 
I felt real fellowship and comforted 
s p i r i t u a l l y . T h e y c o n t i n u e d t o 
remember me in their daily prayers 
with God. I felt God ' s presence all the 
time and I did not turn a long face to 
the world. I had a cheerful face despite 
the pains I felt. At night I would have 
a very good time of fellowship with 
God. I asked for His forgiveness for 
all that I had done wrong and con-
fessed my sins to Him sincerely. The 
cloud of darkness that was over my 
life was cast off. 
I stayed at Mpilo and Mtshabezi 
Mission Hospitals from December 13, 
1971 to July 5, 1972. I had an injection 
and twenty-one pills to drink a day for 
all the days I spent in the hospital. 
There was no off day. Even on Sunday 
I went for an injection and pills. 
However, I did not take twenty-one 
pills at once. I drank them three times 
a day — morning, noon and evening. 
Yes, it was a gruelling task that no one 
would enjoy. 
I thank God that He healed me 
from this incurable disease. God has 
power over all things and when human 
efforts fail God astonishes us with His 
mighty strength. In fact, I came back 
to life because God extended His 
special love to me. Indeed I thank 
Him for healing me in such a special 
way. God directed medical knowledge 
to touch only the collapsed vertebrae 
and never upset the spinal cord. 
Af ter recovery, I went back to 
Ma topo Secondary School where I 
had been work ing as a c lerk. I 
resumed my duties until the end of 
1973. The following year I started 
working at the Ma topo Book Centre. I 
thank God for the opportunity He has 
given me to work with Christian 
brethren. 
"Every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior." 
Lot Mafu 
Matopo Book Centre, Rhodesia 
Tumbling Through an Open Door 
About three years ago, at San Salvador, Zacatecas (Mexico), our 
boarding school was less and less supported by outside offerings and the 
burden of paying the bills seemed heavy. 
One summer ' s day when we were not expecting anything to happen, 
across the long sandy open space in front of the Mission came trudging an 
insignificant-appearing young woman with a beaming face. She introduced 
herself hurriedly, as if afraid of being rejected before being heard. 
" . . . Christian Children 's Fund . . . we can help you . . . one hundred 
pesos a month to help feed each child . . . you were recommended . . . , etc. 
I heard as in a dream and took her to Biachi, who was in charge of the 
boarding school and day school. 
It was as simple as that! Dr. Marilyn looked us over, heard Biachi's 
description of the work, took pictures, recommended us to the central 
office in Mexico City and we were " i n . " Marvelously, not only boarding 
children but almost the entire group of students of the day school were 
enrolled that fall. By January , hungry children over whom we had yearned, 
whom we had weakly tried to help with a banana or handful of peanuts at 
morning recess, were now receiving bountiful hot meals every noon of 
school days, with Christian Children's Fund footing the bills. 
Now it has been possible to expand to another part of the state. At San 
Salvador co-workers are feeding about 150 children and in our new project 
here in Jerez, we are feeding about 250 children. Each child represents a 
home opened to the gospel. Each child is a ready-made opportunity for 
evangelism. The awe with which the Jerez children, new to the gospel, 
listen to Bible stories and truths is unforgettable. 
" W h a t hath God wrought !" 
—Lois Raser, Jerez, Mexico 
Christian Children's Fund 
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The Month That Was 
Duane Sider 
" \ X 7 H I L E I sit fondling memories of 
the Congregat ion ' s May Tour , 
one lone sock, lost — lying in a cob-
webbed, bunkhouse corner at Hilltop 
Ranch bears silent testimony to the 
reality of my reflections. Has it been 
so long since we fled the semester, 
selling it for a song — so long since on 
a late April 's morning we prayed the 
Lord of the Song to send and use us 
for the singing of His praise? 
No, not so long as to have forgotten 
the sweetness of the Spirit that morn-
ing, nor the magnificent responsibility 
of the music ministry to which we felt 
commissioned. Student and professor, 
sophomore and gradaute — sixteen, 
yet united in our common kinship with 
Christ and commit ted to the peculiar 
relevance of that relationship to a 
bizarre and misguided world. 
Music is a second life to most of us: 
a tear when tear-wells are drawn dry; 
comfor t when eyes are blind and ears 
deaf; the expressed essence of caring 
when words stumble over themselves 
in the effort. Ult imately, music is the 
joy of knowing the unparalleled Per-
son of J e s u s when a t h o u s a n d 
Christless generat ions have regarded 
Him with ordinary indifference — at 
best as an ancient folk hero. 
Be l i ev ing t h a t , we c o m m i t t e d 
ourselves to a month-long May tour 
designed to bring to the lives of men a 
new awareness of Jesus. In addition to 
the efforts of many contemporary 
musicians to bring that awareness to 
the church-affiliated community , we 
distinctly felt that it was imperative to 
expose the younger, non-churched 
public, the high-schoolers, to the reali-
ty of Jesus. 
Inasmuch as their questions had 
been ours, we were, and are, still 
merely questioners possessed of the 
answer and responsible for its declara-
tion. It was with specific respect to our 
high school assembly program then, 
that we stood in prayer on that Mon-
day morning in late April. Previous 
experience left us regretfully aware of 
our limited liberty to present Jesus 
during a concert. So our rapport with 
the kids was essential to any kind of 
ministry. It was almost always es-
tablished when this reportedly sad 
choir f rom some stuffy Chr i s t i an 
college showed up with electric guitars 
and piano, drums and other assorted 
percussion instruments and a sound 
system with enough volume to blow 
the English teacher 's toupee from his 
balded pate. Fears that remained were 
usually dispelled by the concert itself. 
Our program of strong, current, 
secular tunes was interspersed with 
equal ly c o n t e m p o r a r y tunes f rom 
young, solid Christian musicians — 
The McCrary , Larry Norman , Andrae 
Crouch and others. Additionally, we 
extended an open-ended invitation to 
the assembly to attend a performance 
of the Christian folk musical Come 
Together in a nearby church that 
evening. 
H i g h s c h o o l a s s e m b l i e s w e r e 
j ammed . The gymnasiums were often 
noisy and stuffy; the audiences politely 
but consistently demanding. Strained 
voices rasped; guitar strings broke 
under the weight of the more powerful 
tunes; comple te ly fami l i a r words 
defied any kind of recollection. But the 
Lord worked! 
Can you see it — one-thousand high 
school kids standing in wild approval 
of a music ministry team from a small, 
Chr i s t i an , liberal a r t s college in 
Gran tham, Pa. (where?) — a handful 
of seniors asking about Jesus or the 
whole assembly applauding when we 
dared to mention that Jesus is the 
answer? Can you hear the amazement 
in a principal's voice as he tells us that 
his kids "just never listen like tha t?" 
O r can you imagine ano the r ad-
ministrator asking for another tune 
long after the dismissal bell had rung? 
Without a doubt the Lord worked! 
N e v e r was an even ing Come 
Together concert without familiar 
faces — kids from the high school 
assemblies. And never did we perform 
Come Together without revelling in 
the joy of the Lord. Writ ten by Carol 
and J immy Owens under the direct 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the 
musical stands as a monument to 
God ' s divine dealings with man. In its 
performance tears commonly found 
r e l ea se a m i d s t the a s s u r a n c e of 
Christ 's promises to forgive, to heal, 
and to befriend. From Ohio to Boston, 
Virginia to New Jersey to New York, 
sceptics and believers, both new and 
old discovered Jesus in a vibrantly 
personal way. 
To do that is to discover life in every 
dimension — surely we did. But can 
you ever measure the fragrance of 
seven Mother ' s Day roses or the 
r e s p l e n d e n c e of an A p p a l a c h i a n 
sunset. Can you properly weigh the 
meaning of a tear or the beauty of the 
face which it frames? How do you 
quantify an impromptu concert in the 
Boston C o m m o n s or getting to know 
Ralph Carmichael? How does one 
fathom a friendship or meter love? By 
what gauge can you calibrate honesty 
or pace-off the pain of a final good-
bye? 
Few final words were said as May 
closed out behind us, for our final 
concert at General Conference loomed 
ahead — one last beacon in an un-
charted tomorrow. I was one of six-
teen who for the last t ime stood 
together before the crowded N C C 
auditorium on Conference Sunday 
afternoon — sixteen brothers and 
sisters who had exper ienced the 
fullness of life with one another . More 
than just an earthly service of praise 
and worship, Sunday, June 30, was for 
us a taste of the joys of heaven itself. 
But as the last note faded past the last 
hearing, we wept at our temporal 
parting. 
The Congregation has disbanded, 
but the work which the Lord gave us 
to do continues. Someone still con-
siders Jesus. A young boy plays his 
Come Together album to an unsaved 
mom and dad. And in a dusty, cob-
webbed corner, a lone sock still stands 
as a silent testimony to the month that 
was. 
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Paul Lederach, Executive Director of 
The Foundation Series Sunday school 
curriculum, at the Brethren in Christ 
General Conference. 
r p H E 1974 General Conference of 
the Brethren in Christ voted to 
confirm participation in a cooperative 
curriculum project. 
This project began in June 1972 
w h e r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of e i g h t 
denominat ional groups including the 
Brethren in Christ met to determine 
the feasibility of producing a common 
curriculum that would communica te 
the Christ ian faith as understood 
within the f ramework of their com-
mon heritage. The representatives 
found that there was sufficient interest 
and sufficient commonal i ty in doctrine 
and educational practice to justify 
Brethren in Christ participate 
in new curriculum project 
The Foundation Series 
presenting a proposal to their respec-
tive decision making group. 
The proposal called for cooperation 
in the creation and production of a 
curriculum "in the general f ramework 
of the Anabaptis t and the Believers 
Church understanding of the Scrip-
tures and of Christian life and prac-
tice." 
The Publication Board and Board 
of Christian Education of the Brethren 
in Christ both adopted this proposal 
and agreed that the Brethren in Christ 
should participate in this Anabapt is t 
C u r r i c u l u m Projec t as Publ ishing 
Partners . General Conference con-
firmed this level of participation. The 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e M e n n o n i t e 
Church and the Mennonite Church 
also took action to be involved as 
Publishing Partners. A fourth group, 
the Church of the Brethren is involved 
as a cooperative user. 
Paul Lederach of Scottdale, Penn-
sylvania, serves as the Execut ive 
Director of the project. 
Donald Shafer and Erwin Thomas 
represent the Brethren in Christ on the 
Publ ish ing Counci l with Bro ther 
Thomas serving as its chairman. John 
Zercher, Daniel Chamber la in and 
John Arthur Brubaker are Brethren in 
Christ representatives on the Editorial 
Council. 
John Arthur Brubaker has also been 
named as editor of the materials for 
grades 7 and 8. 
Present plans call for a new Sunday 
schoo l c u r r i c u l u m — p r e s c h o o l 
through grade 8. There is the prospect 
of including g rades nine th rough 
twelve as well as adults at a later time. 
The cur r icu lum will provide for 
teacher training. The target date for 
the first use of the ma te r i a l s is 
September, 1977. 
The proposed curriculum, named 
The Foundation Series, will focus on 
Jesus Christ and His church, the 
Scriptures, and life in Christ today. It 
will set forth the type of discipleship 
that springs from the New Birth, f rom 
obedience to Christ and His Word, 
and from walking in the Spirit. 
Sunday Schools of the Year 
At the recent General Conference, the Board of Chris-
tian Education presented Sunday school of the year 
awards to four Sunday schools — one in each of the four 
classes. 
These awards were made on the basis of statistical data 
fathered f rom the 1973 Christ ian Education reports. The 
unday schools were chosen on the basis of percentage of 
gain in average a t tendance over the previous year. 
Recognition is given to the following Sunday schools: 
C L A S S A — M a n o r , Pa .—Atlant ic Conference—5.5% 
gain. 
C L A S S B—Chino, Calif .—Pacif ic Conference—12.6% 
gain. 
C L A S S C — Baltimore, Md . — Allegheny Conference 
— 41.7% gain. 
C L A S S D — Hunlock Creek, Pa. — Atlant ic Con-
ference — 83.3% gain. Lloyd Hogg, Chairman of the Board of Christian Education, presents the 
Sunday School of the Year Award to Mahlon Frey, trustee, Hunlock 
Creek; Lyle Roach, superintendent, Baltimore; Robert Bushnell, pastor, 
Chino; Henry Hostetter, pastor, Manor. 
H O O K O t 
the Month 
AUGUST 
Learning Is Change —Adult Education in the Church by 
Martha M. Leypoldt. Judson Press, Valley Forge, Pa., 1971. 
$2.95, 150 pages. 
Here is a most helpful book about teaching adults. It 
prov ides an unders tand ing of adul ts and their 
characteristics. And it suggests ways by which adults may 
become actively involved in the learning process. 
The book begins with chapters which discuss the 
question: Who Is An Adult? Teacher/Leader, Who Are You? 
What Is Learning? 
As the title suggests, the author defines learning as 
change. 
The book then is designed to aid teachers in helping 
members of their classes to change or develop in their 
knowledge of the faith, their attitudes toward others, and 
their actions in life. 
The book contains' many helpful outlines, diagrams and 
exercises. And the reader is invited to relate the book to his 
own experience through special reflections and self 
evaluations. Thus he begins to feel some of the excitement 
of learning which he may share with his class. 
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Voluntary 
Slaves 
The young people of the Cedar 
Grove congregation recently observed 
"s lave m o n t h . " The young people 
" s o l d " their services to raise money 
for the S u m m e r Service program of 
the Board of Christ ian Education. 
Sixteen young people washed win-
dows, waxed cars, cleaned cupboards, 
washed down walls, moved furniture, 
sawed wood, cleaned yards, cleaned an 
implement shop, and cleaned stables. 
The experience not only helped to 
raise money for S u m m e r Service but 
also helped the young people get to 
know the adults of the congregation 
Young people clean a sign at an implement shop. 
better. Those who were "h i r ed" and 
those "h i r ing" worked side by side. 
Through the month of work the 
Youth Director, Ray Oberlin, and Debbie Robin-
son work at an implement shop. 
young people raised $305 for The 
Board of Christian Education and its 
Summer Service program. 
The pastor of Cedar Grove is Rev. 
Eugene Heidler. The youth directors 
are Ray and Beverly Oberlin. 
Life Styles 
Cheryl Hill 
r p H E S U M M E R B R E E Z E ruffled the fringes on the 
A J apanese lantern that hung on the porch of the faded 
cottage. 
She sat there and watched the sea, so mysterious, so 
black, so forboding. It was calling to her, as she sat with 
pencil poised in hand waiting for a poem to enter her mind. 
The sea in a rage of fury 
made me its slave 
forever. 
W e bow to its will as so 
many puppets. 
When it is calm, 
we play and romp 
and then are never ready 
for the temper of the 
eternal sea. 
Now she is running to embrace her love, the mighty, 
timeless sea. Her ragged jeans flapping against her lean 
legs and the tiny whirlpools clinging to her feet. 
The mighty, timeless sea. 
A stallion of pure breeding with wings on his shoulders 
comes floating down. She is trembling yet not afraid. In a 
single movement she is on his back flying, moving faster 
than the rain that is gently falling on her head. Far away 
now, they fly swiftly as a dove with silken wings over a 
restless tiger. 
Swiftly they are gone. 
The office was hot and muggy. The desks gleaming as 
the human robots sat behind their machines typing out the 
messages of one self- important being to another . 
She set the margin on her typewriter as she wondered 
what kind of TV dinner she would devour tonight. She 
pulled the dark skirt down over her bony knees as she 
decided on Salisbury steak. 
She adjusted the 9 by 12 sheet of paper and looked at the 
heading, as she thought in awe of the names of Jennings, 
Cheryl lives in San Francisco. She entered this essay in the Creative Arts 
Contest. 
Bryant & Marcs "Law for all of the people, all of the 
t ime." 
" D e a r Sirs . . . " 
She kept working for the invisible people behind the 
letterhead for three more hours and then Buzzzzzzzzzzz. 
" T h e y " rang a bell signaling her from the release of 
another day. 
She trudged to her lonely flat, thinking of the late movie 
and dreaming of a day far away, and what subdued outfit 
she would don tomorrow. 
The building was long and low, standing out in the 
metropolis. The words "High School" were spelled out on 
the front of the gray stone blocks. 
Walking through the pink and brown halls past the 
ageless lockers, she wondered if anyone was noting her 
new outfit. How she wanted people to say "The re she goes, 
W O W . " Little did she know how many did. 
Bells rang and were silent at the right moments to signal 
hundreds of young lives into rooms where the blackboards 
signaled " R e a d page 187 and do 1 , 5 , 6, 8, 9 . " 
She followed as others opened books and all as if on one 
cue started to dream. 
She dreamed of a t ime when as a grown being she would 
understand Who? and Why? 
She was searching for something more than page 187 
and a new outfit. 
She walked down the steps to a house of paradoxes and 
remembered a time when her musings were simpler and 
less and wished they still were. 
She stumbled up the stairs to her suburban apar tment 
and wondered for the millionth time why her legs didn't 
respond and react as they were supposed to. 
When she reached her abode she figured out how much 
money she needed to get through the month, and realized 
with dismay that it was not enough. 
She was alone, as usual, as she ate her meager supper of 
soup and vanilla pudding. 
The sun descending behind the clouds caught a glimpse 
of her, in one of her few faded dresses, reading a large 
black book. 
She had nothing, yet she had everything, exceedingly 
poor, yet the riches of glory are eternally hers. 
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college since 1962 and Director of Public 
Information since 1971. 
In addition to being an alumnus of 
Messiah College, Mr. Hostetler attended 
Central Baptist Seminary in Toronto, and 
Temple University. He currently serves as 
secretary of the Allegheny Conference of 
the Brethren in Christ Church and as 
secretary of the denomination's Publica-
tion Board. He was Convention Director 
for the recent General Conference at 
Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, On-
tario. He formerly served as Pastor of the 
Clarence Center, New York, and the 
Bridlewood, Ontario, churches. 
Dr. D. Wayne Cassel, in addition to 
serving as Assistant to the Dean has now 
been named to serve as Reg i s t r a r . 
Associated with the college since 1962, Dr. 
Cassel also serves as Chairman of the 
newly formed Department of Mathematics 
and Physics . He a t t ended Mess iah 
Col lege , g r a d u a t e d f rom Greenvi l le 
College, and received his advanced degrees 
from Syracuse University. A Canadian by 
birth, his boyhood was spent mostly in the 
area of the Rosebank congregation in 
Ontario, of which his father, the Rev. P. 
W. Cassel was a pastor. 
Miss Sara E. Herr, who formerly served 
as Registrar, has been named to the new 
post of Academic Recorder. It will be her 
responsibility to oversee the academic 
records of students. Miss Herr attended 
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e , g r a d u a t e d f r o m 
Wheaton College, and took graduate study 
at the University of Pittsburg and the 
University of Pennsylvania. She has been 
associated with the college for thirty years. 
She was formerly from the Annville, Penn-
sylvania, area and the Fairland Church 
was her home congregation. 
MENNONITE WORLD 
CONFERENCE 
IWWC Executives Meet 
The campus of the Bible Academy of the 
Mennonite World Conference Executive Com-
mittee meeting at Nazareth, Ethiopia, July 8-10, 
1974. Left to right: Takashi Yamada; Rev. 
Kabangy Djeke Shapasa; Dr. Elmer Neufeld; 
Million Belete; Ray Schlichting; Rev. Marvin 
Hein; Dr. Heinold Fast; Paul N. Kraybill. 
Meserete Kristos Church in Ethiopia was 
the scene of a 3-day meeting of the MWC 
Executive Committee July 8-10, 1974. 
Newly elected at the last meeting of the 
MWC Presidium held at Bienenberg, 
Switzerland, in July 1973, the committee 
included only two who served when it last 
met in Dhamtari, India, in October 1971. 
Only one of those two could attend this 
meeting. He was Million Belete, now 
Pres ident of the Mennon i t e World 
Conference and host for the meeting. 
When the decision to meet in Ethiopia was 
made a year ago, no one knew that, had 
the meeting been scheduled for any other 
country, he would not have been able to 
attend. 
This venerable kingdom whose 81 year 
old Emperor Haile Selassie I traces his 
lineage to King Solomon was undergoing a 
political convulsion that prevented any 
Ethiopians from leaving the country. For-
tunately the revolution that seeks to bring 
this ancient kingdom into the modern era 
has thus far been bloodless and no restric-
tions had been placed on meetings or 
internal travel. 
Under the able chairmanship of Million 
Belete, the group spent three days in 
reviewing MWC work and projecting 
plans for the future, particularly in 
preparation for the Presidium meeting 
scheduled for July 1975 in Central 
America. 
Of major significance to the purposes of 
the MWC was the itineration throughout 
the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
Churches of Africa prior to the meeting. 
Most of the constituent church bodies 
received a visit from one or other of the 
Executive committee members. These 
visits on a church-to-church basis sym-
bolized in a vivid way the international 
character of the Mennonite World. They 
provided profound experiences in fraternal 
relationships for the visitor and the visited. 
A Japanese and an American recounted 
their experience in Zaire where a group of 
church leaders asked how it happened that 
they had met and if they were friends. On 
hearing the answer the group burst into 
spontaneous singing. 
The Meserete Kristos (Christ Founda-
tion) Church of which Million Belete is the 
Chairman hosted the committee in its 
various congregations on Sunday morning 
prior to the meeting. This 1,000 member 
church lives in a nation where drought, 
hunger, poverty and political turmoil seem 
to be the norm. But on that Sunday the 
committee members preached to more 
than 2,000 people in 6 of the 9 con-
gregations, most of which were packed to 
the walls and overflowing. 
Among the decisions made at this 
meeting of the Executive Committee was 
the acceptance of an invitation to hold the 
10th Mennonite World Conference in Cen-
tral Kansas, July 25-30, 1978. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
On Friday evening, July 19, the Canoe 
Creek congregation held a farewell covered 
dish supper for Rev. Steven Mcllveen and 
family at the Scotch Valley Grange. The 
Mcllveens presented special music and 
told of highlights during their pastorate 
there. The new pastor at Canoe Creek is 
Rev. Mark Slagenweit. 
The Cedar Grove congregation witnessed 
fourteen persons being baptized at a ser-
vice held in the Juniata River recently. The 
pastor is Rev. Eugene Heidler. 
On Sunday evening, July 21, the 
C h a m b e r s b u r g congrega t ion held a 
farewell service for Rev. and Mrs. Charles 
W. Rife. On Sunday, July 28, Rev. and 
Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker were installed 
as pastor and wife. In the evening, a house-
warming was held for the Brubakers. 
On Sunday, July 14, the Montgomery 
congregation held a farewell meal for Rev. 
and Mrs. Paul Hess. On July 28, Bishop 
Henry A. Ginder installed Rev. and Mrs. 
H. Melvin Boose as pastor and wife. A 
food shower and getting-acquainted ser-
vice were held on the church lawn for 
the Booses on July 31. 
The youth of the Mowersville congrega-
tion sponsored a tent meeting on July 14-
21. Rev. John Betters of North Pole, 
Alaska served as the evangelist. The pastor 
is Rev. Mervin Potteiger. 
Atlantic 
The Conoy congregation enjoyed a 
weekend of camping at Roxbury camp 
grounds on July 27 and 28. Approximately 
sixty persons from the congregation par-
ticipated in hiking, playing ball, and sitting 
around the camp fire. Rev. Allon B. 
Dourte is the pastor. 
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Recent guests of the Maytown congrega-
tion were Rev. and Mrs. Warren Hoffman, 
voluntary workers at the Labish Mission in 
Oregon. Rev. Hoffman presented the ser-
mon on Sunday morning, July 14 and 
Connie presented special music. The cou-
ple also gave a report on their work at 
Labish. Maytown's pastor is Rev. Earl 
Herr. 
Canadian 
The Boyle congregation held a dedica-
tion service for their newly purchased 
parsonage on July 14. Bishop Roy Sider 
was in charge of the dedication ceremony. 
Rev. Arthur Heise is the new pastor at 
Boyle. 
On July 13 the youth committee of the 
Houghton congregation hosted an after-
noon and evening of fun and fellowship for 
the Erie Area youth of the Canadian 
Conference. The pastor at Houghton is 
Rev. John R. Sider. 
The Sherkston congregation heard 
special guest, Rev. Ronald Curl, mis-
sionary to Haiti on Sunday evening, 
August 4. The Auburn Gospel Singers 
presented a program for the morning 
service. Rev. Robert Rolston and Rev. 
Leonard Chester are the pastors. 
Central 
Guests at the Amherst Church on Sun-
day evening, July 28 were Rev. and Mrs. 
Andrew Stoner from Ashland. Rev. Stoner 
shared in the service with pictures and a 
message from Japan where he served in the 
Voluntary Service Program. Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger is the pastor. 
Rev. Eric Stanton was installed as 
pastor of Carland-Zion Church on Sunday, 
July 14, by Bishop David Climenhaga. 
Rev. and Mrs. Stanton were also received 
into church membership at this time. A 
dinner and pantry shower followed the 
morning service in honor of the new pastor 
and his family. 
On Sunday evening, July 21, a farewell 
service was held for Rev. C. Melvin and 
Mrs. Boose by the Christian Union con-
gregation. Rev. Marlin Ressler was in-
stalled as new pastor at Christian Union 
on A u g u s t 4 , by B i s h o p D a v i d 
Climenhaga. A food shower was held for 
the Resslers after the evening service. 
Midwest 
The Pleasant Hill congregation is being 
served by their new pastor, Les Zook, who 
replaces Don Pahl. Les is a student at 
Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, Nebraska. 
On July 14, the Zion congregation held a 
farewell supper and a "This is Your Life" 
program for Rev. John Hawbaker and 
family. Rev. and Mrs. Paul Hess were 
welcomed as pastor with a food shower on 
July 21. 
Births 
Bert: Aaron Peter, born July 17 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Bert, Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. 
Engle: Jacob Joquin, born July 10 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrel Engle, Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Garis: Robin Ronelle, born July 20 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Garis, Souderton 
congregation, Pa. 
Matters: Jennifer Ann, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Tony Matters, Lancaster congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Melhorn: Larry Keith, born June 8 to 
Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd Melhorn, Spring 
Hope congregation. Pa. 
Miller: Meribeth, born June 27 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Rodney Miller, Conoy congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Painter: Amber Lynn, born July 19 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Lane R. Painter, Palmyra 
congregation, Pa. 
Rohr: Matthew Greg, born July 5 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Greg Rohr, Amherst congrega-
tion, Ohio. 
Skillen: James Randall, born July 7 to 
Dr. and Mrs. James Skillen, Grantham 
congregation, Pa. 
Stern: Jenai Eileen, born July 29 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Stern, Grantham congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Smeltz: Deborah Doris Arlene, born 
May 13 to Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Smeltz, 
Free Grace congregation, Pa. 
Wert: Michael Scott, born June 21 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Wert, Free Grace 
congregation, Pa. 
Winger: Jefferey Richard, born July 5 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Winger, Grantham 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Baker-Grove: Joyce Elaine, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Grove, Star Route, 
Shippensburg, Pa., and Gerald Wayne, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther Baker, New-
port, Pa., July 6 in the Otterbein United 
Methodist Church with Rev. Mervin 
Potteiger officiating. 
Clark-Brumbaugh: Elaine K., daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J Dean Brumbaugh, 
Woodbury, Pa., and Brian E., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clyde E. Clark, Martinsburg, 
Pa., June 15 in First Brethren Church with 
Rev. William Snell and Rev. Thomas A. 
Bouch officiating. 
Cook-Gift: Bonnie Lee, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Gift, R. 2, Waynesboro, 
Pa., and Garnet, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Garnet Cook, Sr., Chambersburg, Pa., 
July 27 in the Five Forks Church with Rev. 
James Esh officiating. 
Cook-Green: Kathy Green and John 
Cook, Aug. 3 in the Five Forks Church. 
Galloway-Hege: Mary Ellen, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Hege, R. 6, 
Chambersburg, Pa., and Darrell, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Galloway, Grants 
Pass, Oregon, July 27 in the Antrim 
Church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit 
officiating. 
Hartman-Forbes: Vicki Lynn, duaghter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Forbes, R. 1, St. 
Thomas, Pa., and John Allen, son of Mr. 
and M r s . R o b e r t H a r t m a n , R. 2, 
Mercersburg, Pa., June 30 in the St. 
Thomas United Methodist Church with 
Rev. Charles F. Tolbert officiating. 
Keller-Foor: Susan Foor and Randy 
Keller, July 25 in the New Guilford 
Church. 
Sands-Eshelman: Darlene, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Eshelman, and 
Robert Dale Sands, Aug. 10 in the Manor 
Church. 
Schock-Myers: Sharon, daughter of 
Mrs. Levi Wingert, R. 6, Chambersburg, 
Pa., and Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jacob Schock, Columbia, Pa., in the An-
trim Church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit 
officiating. 
Slogenhop-Robinson: Sharon Faith, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willis Robin-
son, Canoe Creek, Pa., and Gary Lee, son 
of Mr. Harry Slogenhop, Altoona, Pa., in 
the 2nd Avenue United Methodist Church 
with Rev. John Witmer and Rev. Max 
Houser officiating. 
Watkins-Altland: Sally Ann Altland and 
Kenneth G. Watkins, July 28 in the 
Skyline View Church. 
Wengert-Seylar: Donna Jean Seylar and 
Donald Lee Wengert, July 28 in the Air 
Hill Church. 
Wissler-Dourte: Phyllis, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Allon Dourte, R. 1, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., and Jay, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Wissler, Landisville, 
Pa., July 20 in the Conoy Church with 
Rev. Walter Winger and the father of the 
bride officiating. 
Obituaries 
Armstrong: Mary Ettie Armstrong, 86, 
died July 27, 1974, in the Guilford Con-
valesarium. She is survived by one brother. 
The funeral service was held in the Sellers 
F u n e r a l H o m e with Rev . A n d r e w 
Slagenweit officiating. Interment was in 
the Coble Cemetery. 
Bailey: Elva Lena Calvert Bailey, born 
Oct. 15, 1900, in Oklahoma, died July I, 
1974. In 1921 she was married to Ernest 
Bailey. She is survived by three sons: Fred 
K., Raymond Claude, and Jesse. The 
funeral service was held in the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. 
Allan Heise and Rev. Adolph Jordan 
officiating. The memorial service and in-
terment were in Thomas, Oklahoma. 
Kettering: Mrs. Sue Sherk Kettering, 
Palmyra, Pa., died July 14, 1974, in Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Lebanon, Pa. She 
was born March 15, 1900. She is survived 
by her husband, Joseph H.; two stepsons: 
John R., and Joseph E.; two stepdaugh-
ters: Anna L., and Mrs. Earl McNeill; a 
brother; and four step-grandchildren. She 
was a member of the Palmyra Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
officiated by Rev. J. Robert Lehman, Rev. 
John W. Graybill and Bishop C. B. Byers. 
Interment was in Gravel Hill Cemetery. 
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I. We, a group of sixty-five Mennonites and Brethren 
in Christ f rom 16 countries have the extraordinary 
privilege of at tending the International Congress on World 
Evangelization held at Lausanne, Switzerland, July 16-25, 
1974. This gathering consists of almost 4,000 evangelical 
Chris t ians from more than 150 countries who share in a 
commi tment to world evangelization. 
It is an exhilarating and humbling experience to 
worship, pray, testify, and above all to learn in the 
company of those who are committed to the joyous task of 
bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire 
world. 
The Spirit of God has moved among us and we are 
experiencing His glorious presence. We are truly thankful 
for this opportuni ty to be here. 
II . As we consider again the love of Jesus Christ for all 
men and the imperatives laid upon us as His disciples to 
evangelize, we are moved to repentance because of our 
lack of intense concern for the unevangelized both nearby 
and far away. 
We are keenly aware of the evangelistic zeal and vision 
of our brotherhood in' its early years beginning right here 
in Switzerland. We pray for a renewal of that kind of 
commi tmen t to Christ . We ask that the Spirit of the Lord 
might breathe upon us in a new way to thrust us out into 
the world, for we acknowledge that it is only through His 
infilling that we are empowered for this ministry. 
T h e e a r l y A n a b a p t i s t s s h a r e d t h e i r f a i t h so 
enthusiastically that there was an "evangelization ex-
plosion" in their day. We confess that too often today we 
have been preoccupied with ourselves and have failed to 
"cha t t e r the Gospel . " We join in calling our congregations 
everywhere to repentance and renewal so that we may 
recapture this vision once again. 
III . As a group of those attending the Congress we 
affirm several convictions which we have heard expressed 
frequently. 
a. The cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ remain 
at the center of the evangelical message. They are also at 
the very heart of the new people of God, wherever they are. 
The cross must be preached in humility and power; it must 
be demonstrated in life. 
b. Both the Great Commission to evangelize and the 
Great Commandmen t s to love God and our neighbor were 
given by the Lord to all His people. Our evangelistic 
efforts are an expression of our love as we live together as 
Christians. The loving community can itself be an effective 
strategy for evangelization as long as its life in Christ is 
continually renewed and directed by the Spirit . 
c. Jesus Christ sets men free in every culture. There 
they become loving, sharing, witnessing fellowships; 
churches in their own right. We urge the brotherhood 
therefore to be sensitive to the needs of the emerging 
churches to have freedom to develop authentic pat terns of 
mission and nurture in their own way. 
d. As an international brotherhood God has gifted us in 
an extraordinary way. We shall seek ways and means to 
combine resources as partners together in the Father ' s 
business of making Christ known. 
In this effort we will testify to the fact that Jesus Christ 
stands in judgment upon all pride, whether it be racial, 
national, technological, economic, or educational. 
e. All churches in every nation must share a new 
awareness of and participation in the evangelization of the 
unreached 2.7 billion people. Since most of these un-
reached people are either Muslims, Hindus or Chinese and 
therefore beyond the present sphere of most Anabapt is t 
missionary activity, we urge that consideration be given to 
creating missionary objectives and policies which will seek 
to disciple these unreached peoples. 
A more complete report and evaluation of the 
L a u s a n n e C o n g r e s s will a p p e a r in the 
September 10 issue of the Evangelical Visitor. 
